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March 27-28, the Sandinista Assembly's 120 members met in Managua to discuss the party's
position on several national issues. The Assembly is the Sandinista National Liberation Front's
(FSLN) highest decision-making body. The two-day meeting was inaugurated by FSLN Secretary
General Daniel Ortega, a member of the party's 10-member National Directorate. Assembly
members discussed three reports at the gathering: an annual report on the party's activities during
1992, drafted by the National Directorate; a report on the party's financial situation, submitted
by the treasury committee; and a report by the ethics committee on alleged violations of party
statutes by members. Following are the meeting's principal conclusions: * The current national
crisis could suddenly erupt in "a new armed conflict." The FSLN indicated that, in order to reduce
the threat of war, greater priority should be given to programs aimed at disarming rebel groups
which operate in the northern and central parts of the country. * The FSLN reiterated its rejection
of the government's economic stabilization and adjustment program, calling on party members
to wage a political offensive in support of those sectors of the population most-affected by the
program. The resolutions criticized government policies for undermining economic reactivation,
particularly in the countryside. * Assembly members categorically rejected allegations regarding
Sandinista "co-government" with the administration of President Violeta Chamorro. At the same
time, the resolutions stressed that the FSLN has a right to share responsibility in forging solutions
to the major problems facing the country. * The FSLN reiterated its support for a national dialogue,
through which government representatives, political parties, unions, and business groups could
discuss the current social and economic situation without conditions attached. Government
proposals for the dialogue have so far been rejected by the rightist parties from the National
Opposition Union (UNO). (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service
EFE, 03/27/93, 03/28/93; Agence France-Presse, 03/29/93)
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